BOATING TO ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Althougls this whar 15 punely decorative, i allows us o chanes to discuass_ . well, boats, whsche for mest of the esdand s histors. wens either the only o the primary
meains ol repeling here,

The city established itsell on the island in the [83s, Rowhosts were still wsed here well into the 18805, even
though steam was in wide use by 18100, Thas lithagraph (right), dated 1882, shows ow boads decbed at Rdih
Street from where, every hour, they waould depant for the Waorkbouse on Bleckwell s Island, The b Streed
ock was stnectured much like the ofher docks of the Upper East Side They werne mostly flimsy wooden
construchions, and socessing them mvolved desconding the muddy clitls of Manhation's coastlioe.

Around 1ERD the Mivaiastavock became the first steamer Lo serve the islond. Styled after the 1sland’s Monve
Arnemein mamme, e Maetmeock nade two trops daly from Bellevoe Hospital ‘s 2640 Street dock. Here 11 03
protured foa. PRSI doghed a1 the isdamd s Ciry Hospital banding,

[ Diggember 1894 another seamer, the Wieraw I Wiemmaw, began service, trmmporting visiting staffl and patiends fom a
reception warnd a1 the East Tl Street dock 1o the island s Metropolitan Hospital (s general medical Geility apecinlizing in
tubsereulesisl. By 1901 8 small thind steamer, the Bros pictured bere (ea. 19060, was in serviee, The S ad the Febhanm
opembed daily from A0, o | A sometimes as ofien os every 15 minutes

When the Elevator Stareheose s the Queenshore Bridge opensd i 1919, the facilities at the East T0th Sdreet dock were ne longer
mesded. A new dock was bunlt at b Street.  Froan thas dock. the Inst sleomer o serve the islond, the WELRGRE, pictured here,
bemgnn service o Metropoditon Hospilad in November 1930

In 1955 with the opening of the ‘Wellan: [slond Brndge, regular ferry serveoe ended aliogether. In 1986, however,
ferry service mode o briell two-meonth return, carmving comamuters from the deck sast of the Tram 1o Wall Street’s
Fier 11. This short-lived berry 15 ppolured here. {The sign i the upper-letl corner, warning abowt “dangerous cargo,”
perrnins to the peer’s conliming use as an ol dock for Caler ond Galdwater Flogpitals_)
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