AUTOMATIC VACUUM COLLECTION (AVAC) COMPLEX & OCTAGON PARK

Heere om Rovsevelt [sland. woe take pridi an our gorbage. Takarg ot the trashy, for us s el se miindang
o task: We know tbat when it b= seleased rom our hasds, it travels the lgh-tech route knovwn as the
Avrosime Yacvum Coliecrios {AYAC) System. A computer brings the trash receplaches in sach
building te life every hour, opening up a valve that seleases triash into one of twve underpround pipes,
| There are two main pipes, ane cach along this islond s east and wes sides, dhat allemate aperation every
30 minutes. y The trash is whisked sway through these pipes ot 53 mph do the AYAC complex neross the
street, built i 14975, designed by Kollmann & MoKinnell {Motongabe's architeots)

Whein the trazh reaches bere o evelons effect separates dust fromm the aie, which is then fGltered aisd
: relesised, Then ene of the svaein’s Gve compactoss crushes the trmsh 1o 103 its oniginal size and seals i
Al the AVAL foctiing. Selom e fire sfatiom o e in 50 cubicsvard comtainers.  The Mew York City Dreportmeent of Sanitation tnecks these comainers o
tritlaing F nortiierm side, gither an incineratr ar a barge in Greenpointg, Brooklvn,  This method of disposal mimimizes air
pitlution and smell and economizes an manpower. (Only two i three workers run the entire plam

AMAL war first inssalled i Sweden in 1900 Only s sueh svsrems have boen used in the LS,
including that of Disney World, Roosevell [sland, however, hoasts the only AVAC system used in o
residential setting. [1is also the largest susch system inthe LS, able focallect trash from 200000 people,
Though many ciber svstems have been ahandoned due 1o recycling and sorting requirements, Roosevelt
Islond’s system shll s
sirong. Behind the AVAL
complex 15 a past lor the
2 . s Mew York Ciy Fire
Drspartmunt s Special Operatrems Commmand Division, Dhspatchod from this Gl
are squads for the Bescue, Mask, Hazandous BMatenals, and Scuba Support inils.

The greenery ahead of vou begins the recreational baven known ns OCTaGoN Paik.
Crpened e 1992, 11 leatures & regulofion size soocer field, six all-weother tonnis
courts, and o baschall field (all with nighttime bighting), 200 community gardens;  Coctwine from sppardefl: the soocer field commumity gardens, basehal! field
two meme and barbecus areas. arel a combon staton. Tl park was dl.'r:igul.'l! |:n. thes vl fewwdy courts of Clsfagoe Park,

award-wimmng fnn of Weintraub and 3 Doasenee and 13 the newest and lorpest j

paark o Basosavell [sband. The design process amvalvid the whole commumiy: 12
ialand erganizations esch appointed o member 10 o sgls ask foree that worked wath
architects and RIOC (he Roosevelt Tsband Operatng Corporation, e ishand's
governing bodvi The resuln, in the words of architeet Les Weindraub, is a 13 acre
park with 33 aeres of progrom
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