MANHATTAN PARK & MOTORGATE GARAGE COMPLEX

Surroninding this formal European-style sittiog park is Morthitown Phose [ better knoooin as the Masearman
Pagk resideitial complex, Opsned in 198%, Manharttan Park was designed by Grogen Samion aimd Steinglass
R ] 5 gt = g developed by Bocsevelt [slnnd Associaies (a
= 1 £ parteership of Starett Housing Corporation aned
Cohen Brothers Associates). The complex has five
buildings, tour eflenng a iolal of B84 markel-rate
rertal umits amd dlse Glkh offering 223 foderally
stibsidized units under the Section & program, Al
five buildings lave addressess on River Road, the
street that loops this park
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Aucrass e street 15 the MoToRGATE Gakaae CosrLes. builtin 1974, Motorgate may seim like just anotl-
er car garage, 1 bas a 10O -car capacity, expanded im 1900 1 1,710, O fop of that, o has swon an awand for
the meest se of cement in a given aren. Drespile its appasent indistinetiveness, Motongate was constrssted for
u ratheer wnusual pumpese, Designed by Kollmann & MeBinnell, it was originally meant as the stapping point
for all vehicles crossing the Boosevelt [sland Bridge. The complex was the anly boarding poinl for buses 1o
Cueens. For pedesinans, the owenng. glass-enclosed structune on the gomge’s south side was ance the anly
pateway 10 Hoosevell [slaml. As all veluoles were hunneled inio the Molorgate garage. the islamd reaped the
rivards of a “iraffic-free” community.,
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But the rewnrds were shan=lived. The island’s traffic resinctiens were firdt amended 1o alleay drop-offs asd
pick-ups. Evemually, traffic nestrctions wene lnfbed altogether. Despite those changes, 3Motorgate remains the
o parking area for sland resadents. Armong other finctions, s semplex has hosted modem scalplare
exhibita ol weekly produce markets, The islnsd’s post office and its only supermarken, Gristede’s, ane on the
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