CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The late-Viclorion Ceothie Choapel of the Good Shepherd, opened on February %, 1589, was an 385,000 guft from
Choorge Bliss 1o the New Yok Episcopal Missaon Society. The elapel onginally servad as a place of worship for
patients of the adjacend Blackwells [sland Adlmshouse. Male und Female potients Gled i the chapel separately
through the b doomway s o o spaee seating 400, Thee lower level held the islond’s first Dby, o room for Mission
Soctety workers, and a robdng mooim for clergy.

Giood Shephend Chapel was designed by Brifish ecclesiastical architeet Fraderick Clarke Withers, one of the fiest
miegmbers of thae American [nstitmte of Architects, Withers also desipred Strecker Laboratory at the island s southam
o, and bus bestkmown Peeay York Coty seork 15 Gireenwach Village's JalTerson Markel Courthonse, now a pachlie
library. He considerad the Gothie style ideal for chorches. A the same time, he stromgly advocated subtle combi-
nation of colors and materials. This is evidenced by the mixed shades of brick covering the chapel’s exterior walls,
he browmestone wirkdow enframements, the gray goesss Doumcdation, amd the frve-timed briss bell, whoch il toowake
angl beckon Almshouse paticms and now sits in the sumounding plaza. The result s an imposing chapel theal never-
theless maintains o restrained appearancs, appropriate For ds oniginally chartable purposs,. Though somaewhat rem-
inpseent o English pansh ahurehes, Good Shepherd Chapel was so umigue that in its frst vear, il atracted over 2 000
vigitors From Europe, Australia, and across the U5,
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il dhisnse anmd wiss closed m 1958, 11 was given new Tifein 1975 by becoming a desig-
nated city landmark, being restored by Gioggio Cavaglieri, and reopening as Good
Shepherd Commumity Eoumemeal Center, Designed by Johonsen & Bhovnan, the sur-
rovrkding Clood Shepherd Plaza refains several of the chapel's nephboring treas, while
harmomizing it with the surrounding residential complexes.

I chapel’s central lecation has made it o regalar host of refigious, pevermmenal, and
sogil unetions,  In this spoce, the 1sland™s Cathohe and Prodestont congregotioms wor-
ship, town meetings are beld, and mstromental groops peifomm. Commoumity groups {like
the Roosevelt 1sland Besidens Association) and various support and spiriual groops
gother m the chopel. A homeless shelter has operated on the lower level
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