BLACKWELL HOUSE

structure on Roosevell Islimd, the
gixth oldest house 1n Mew York
City, and one of the citv’s last
examples of eighteenth-century
architeciure

Ahsve e rebuill Bloackhwell Nowse, easiors wew, ca (985, Under l..'-l.l.:'f l:"'-"-'ﬂl..'l“i]'l.ll". LI
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Blackwell's Tsland Almshouse, a
city-run facility for paupers.  In
the mud-19004, the house was
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I 1973 Grorgio Cavaglien rebult Blackwell Flowse, mamtaining the southern kitchen
Wiig and a Grreek Revivalist |:‘.-.'-1'Ii-:.'l.:- over the westem docrway (o city addition’, In
1975 the house was designated o Mew York Ciy landmark. and Mecholas Cuennell
Agsociates designed the park that now surrounds 10 In 1986 o collabomiive commu-
mify effort refurbished the mieror, The howse has served os 0 mesting place Tor the
Foosevell [sland Historeal Society

To contimre the dowrn, croxs Wain Sireet awd follow Maiw Sireet worth (that is, away
Srom the Chieensborn Beldge).  Follow the whife and green “Hoosewelt Talowid
Historicw! Walk ™ siers,

Blackwell’s Island was owned and farmed by the Blackwell family from 1686 unti] 1828,
whei the Tamily sold i 1o the |_'il:l. for £52 000, For the last I|'|i|'[:-. Vedrs af thig o |'h.'|'::|'|||'|.
the famuly lived i this medest clapboard cottage, bult by James Blackwell m 17496,

The residence would lave never been built if the attempts of the financially pressed James
Blackwell to sell the sland in 1784 had proved successful.  Instead, due to cither unsue-
cessful marketing or financial turmaround, e boalt this house, It now stands as the oldest
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