ROOSEVELT ISLAND TRAMWAY

IF vou mention Roosevelt Island 1o the average person, vou will probably receive one
of 1wo responses: “Where's that™ or “That's that place with that red cable thingy,
rght™ That “red cabde thingy™ 15 the Roosevelt |sland Tramway or “The Tram.™ The
I'am 15 Roosevelt Island’s undispuated scon. In the late 1960s, however, i was naot in
anyhoddy s wildest imagination.  When the island’s resadential buildings opened in
1975, the Roosevelt Island Subway Station was supposed to open with them. Bui the
subway would not armive for another 13 vears, and residents needed an aliemative.
Dieep in the left ficld of sdeas was the Tram,

In 1976 the Tram made s first 4 12-minute trip scross the East River, It was designed
by Prentice & Chan and Ohlhausen and built by the Swiss company Vonrell. With a
12 5-passenger capacity, the Tram is the only commater cable car in Morth America. It

travels 3,100 feet at an average speed of 16 mph. rising as high as 250 feet.
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T Tram has expericnced more than its
15 minutes of fame. It has appeared in
Billy Crystal’s “"City Slickers™ amnd in the
hostage scene of Swivesier Stallone’s
"Nighthawks,” among other movies, O
the Universal Swdios, Orlando, ride
"Rongfrontation.” the massive gorilla
besweges a replica of the cable car

fhe Elevartar Sorvieuse, opencd fa (919, howed an elevaior
reansparted o avd peapee oo i e born Brdoe dowr o e

[y sLTa T TR T TR =, T adolindon, 5 viifoicad NP KR

When the subwav Fimally l"'P'L"rH:IJ in wnd gr neorptar word @ Mee dvfand v Metropaoliiry Hogpal,  The
[ id . 1 5 "'L-1 defend the bk, whose mava lobly was o iis top foor, was mackeamed v
p TESMECITER TWRERD. CRUREAC L CIEIET) = '.'alllm.lll'-..f'lh ar Mg ™ o waw Srarsnsd iv i '\.':_l ¥ Believe It or

I'ram HELRTTLL removal lts defenders Peol for iy pecunkar ol IR I ol of e IFetiame Dalimesd
cited the cable car’s wniseal degree of Brdpe the building climed in [958 g s demolided i 970
:-.-,:||!'-h|||'|‘-|.,"|'|.:|||_":. | FaFes ey for TiEs -:rl'l'lu1|'|-|.:|‘:|!m[.'; sl 1.:|.'||I'||'u|'|..'|:| 1cn 2 5=60%6 for ather |!|||h|i|." imosdes b,
it :'1.:1:|.1i'|. |;|3. ligwi |:'|-|'h:rf|.|i|:'|'l.: Coal L‘u:llii]k.'lrl:d 1o 1 sk oy, the |I|.:|:v|| T :l|1qr|'|:'|.1i1. [ ] I!|‘1|; aub ay once
1|||: i:..tund'\ u.:\lt.ll.:l'l:l.iﬂ dcu.:||.||'r||‘||..1|1 i% -:,:Lllr'lpll.:ll;_ il\. prc Ii:r:||"|||il:|.' I'r-r ]iLlE-IIiFI"I[ Iruu.:ll;r:h. :Llh] I:|I|.: |‘||I:. e
ically challenged. and its sentimental value 1o the island. MNow the Tram's place here is secure, In
1995 it passed the 20-million-passenger mark. [t continues to offer some of the best (and least expen-
sive) views of Manhattan, especully ot ngh

To covmnirue the towr, follow the Uanhaitan fecteg seavwall norih fthar 15, sy from the Oreensborn
Bridged, Folfow the whire and green “Roosevelr Island Historical Walk™ sigrx

Roosevelt Ishamd Historical Walk Roosevelt Bsland Chperatmy Corporation
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