GOLDWATER MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

Croldwater Memorial Hospital opened
in 1939 a4 the Welfare Island Hospital
for Cheonie Diseases,  (This island
wis then called Welfare.) 11 is @ nurs-
ing, chronig care, and rehabilitative
fncality with 986 beds.  Goldwater
wits designed by leadore Rosenficld,
Butler & Kohn, and York & Sawver,
The hospital covers 29 acres, with
sgven gonnecied buildings, shaped
hke chevrons to gamer river views,
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Before the hospitals construction, Mew York Ciny's Hospitals Commissioner, D 5. 5, Goldwater (the i]- | | ¥
hospital s eventual namesakel, and Parks Commissioner Robert Moses debated imtensely on how 1o use I
the land throughowt the island.  Goldwater wanted a hospital park, while Moses wanted public park- | | [
land. Since Moses, however, had already opened parks on Bandall’s and ‘Wards Islands, the scale 1 ] | ] |'
tipped in Goldwater's favor, L1 I

Dr. Geddwater ongmally planned 1o build seven modern medical faciliies. Only a Murse's Residence
{bult in 1938 morth of the current subway statson ) and this hospital maternalieed, while ol other con-
struction was postponed by World War 11, Adter the war the city's pricrities shified to schools, mass
iransit, and highways, Bird 5 Coler Hospital (1952}, at the island’s northern end, is the only other
remaining product of Dr. Goldwater's hospital park plan

Due o Goldwater Hospial's set-
ling, paticnt care does nol occur 0 : .
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solely within the hospital’s walls. St " BN furtl et dhes iyt (2L, It improvened
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O onice days, patients scatter along Vinirierees - fommireyy Sl fegerd Boss Treeal, for
the nver promenads, receiving the
therapy of shady cherry  frees,
peacefully  flowing waler, mar-
vielous  Manhattan  views,  and
wholesome socanluzatiom.
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To contimiee the towr, follow the Manhattan-facing seawall north fthat is, towards the Oueenshoro bridee).
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