STRECKER MEMORIAL LABORATORY

Strecker Memonial Labosmory, opened m 1892, was the first institulion in the nation for
pathological and bactenological rescarch. Though pathological medicine had been mak-
ing rapid advances throughout the mneteenth century, Strecker was the first American
institution 1o devole itself specifically to the discipline. The lab was a special division of §
City Hospital, another island mstitution, largely devoted infectious conditions.  Strecker
would oversee nearly two generations of unparalleled medical research.

Strecker Loboratory’s namesake s
the Strecker family, who funded the
bullding’s construction. At 7,504
| square feet, it s (he smallest of the
island’s unrcstored mins, It was
| designed by Frederick  Clarke
| Withers and Walier Dickson and Sarecker Memartal Loboraion, J99%
designated a landmark in 1975, The first floor held a specimen examination room, an
autopsy room, and a momuary. The second Moor facilnated more detailed research. The
third Noor {a 1903 addition by William Flanagan ), housed histological examination facil-
iies, a musewm, and a library.

Withers and Dhckson designed
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Romanesque Revival sivle, particularly popular in the late nincteenth century, This
stvle 15 characterzed by broad arches (like the one over the lab's enirance j, modest
pelyehromy (like the mixturg of gray stong and orange brick throughout the lab’s
wills), rough stone facing, and asymmetrical arrangement, The result, despite the
lab’s small sie, 15 2 remarkable sense of monumentaling.

In 19407 the lab became home to the Russell Sage Institute of Pathology (later asso- ;
ciated with Rockefeller University). Afier the institute moved, the lab continued its +\®
pathalogical work uniil its closimg an the 195305, Under contract, New York City
Tramsn hos been restoning the rom's fagmde while constructing within the bunlding a
power substation for the “E™ and “F” subway lines,
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