ON FEDRUARY ST, 1987 AT ADOUT 6P.M., AN ATRPLANE OF THE FORTHEASTERN
AIRLINES FROM LAGUARDIA ATRPORT CRASH*LAWDED ON THE PENITENTIARY GROUEDS ON
RIZERS ISLAND A FEW MINUTES AFTFR TAKING OFF FROM THR FIELD, THE PLANE
APPARENTLY STRUCK THE GROUND TN THE SECTION OF THE TREE NURSERY AND FINALLY
CAME TO A HALT IN THE MIDDLE OF THEFIELD ADJACENT TO THE POULERY FARM. SHORTT
AFTZR THE CRASH THE PLANE WAS A MASS OFFLAMES. THERE WERE HINETY—ONE (o1)
PASSENGERS ON SAID PLANE, OF WHOM TWENTY (20) WER® KILLED AS A RESULT OF THE
CRASH AND EXPLOSION. THIS DISASTHR RUOUIRED THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DISASTR
CONTROL PLAN OF THE INSTITUTION AS WOLL 4S THE MOSILIZATION OF ALL RESOURCES
TEEN AVAILACLE ON THE ISLAND. THROUGH THE UTILIZATION OF IMMATES AND ALL
DEPARTMENTAL PERSONNEL AVAILATLE AT TEE TIME A RESCUE OPTRATION WAS PUT INTO
EFFICT FOR THE REICF OF VICTIMS OF THE PLAWE CRASH. ALL SURVIVORS WERE T AKEN
FROM THEDMMEDIATE VICINITY OF TFE DISASTFR AND ESCORTED TO FIRST AID STATIONS
AT SOTH THE VISITING ROOM OF THE PENITENTIARY AND THE RIKERS ISLAND HOSPITAL.,

WITH ALL AVAILACL MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND RESOURCES, FIRST AID AND EMERGIHCY WAS
~ GIVEN TO ALL THESE SURVIVORS UNTIL THE ARRIVAL OF DISASTFR UNITS FROM THE NEW
YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HOSPITALS. ONOR ASOUT 11 P.M. OF SATD DATE, ALL OF
THE SURVIVORS WERE TRANSFERRTD TO THE NEW YORK GITY MAINLAND WEFRT THEY EERE
IN TURN SENT TO VARIOUS HOSPITALS IN THE CITY,

THCRE IS N0 QUESTION TEAT COLLECTIVELY ALL OF THT DEPARTHENTAL PERSONNEL
MINTIONED EEREIN DID A REMARKA™IE JOS OF RESCUE AND TREATMENT WHICH DID S0
MUCE HINIMIZING THE LOSS OF LIFE AND RELIEVING THE SUFFERINGS OF THR SURVIVORS.
EVERYTHEING THAT WAS DONE REFLECTED GOOD CONTROL AND CRGANIZATION O THE PART
OF ALL. IT VAS A SPIRIT OF COCPERATION WHICH EXTENDED SEYOND AND ADOVE THE
NORMAL COURSE OF DUTY,

4 COMMUNICATION FROM THE HONORACLE EDWARD F. CAVANAUGH, JR., FIRE
CO:MISSIONER OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, DATED FEVEUARY 1§, 1042, STATES IN PART:

"MAY I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO AGAIN CONGRATULATE YOU AND YOUR
STAFF FOR THE MAGNIFICENT WORK THAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED TV VAY OF
FBSCUE AFD RERBIEF T0 THD VICTIMS OF THT PLANT CRUSHE OF RIFTRS
ISLAND ON FRIDAY, FTCZRUARY lst, 1957, ALL IN ALL, THE WORK WAS
IN THE HIGHEST TRADITION OF MUNICIPAL SERVICE.!

A COMMUNICLTION FROM THE EONORADLE STEPHEN F. KCNNEDY, POLICE
XOMMISSIONER OF THE CITY OF NmY YORE, DATED FETRUARY 15, 1957, STATES IN PART:

BI wish to express our sincere gppreciation for the cooperation
EXTTNDED 5Y MEMOERS OF YOUR DEP.RTMENT WII0 WERE ASSIGNED QN
RIKERS ISLAND AT THE TIME OF THE RECENT AIHRPLANE CRASH, THIS
15 ANOTHER FINE EX!MPLE OF TEE CLOSE COORDINATION EXISTIHG.
~EIWEEN QUR TWO AGFNCIES, AWD AITED GREATLY IN THE LORE
EFFICIENT A:NDLING OF A SITUATION WHICH WAS MADE MOST

DIFFICULT 5Y THE BAD WEATNER AND THE LOCATION OF THE ACCIDENT .M

4 COMMUNICATION FROM: HARRY SILIERGLITT, WARDEN OF THD PENITENTIARY
RIIERS ISLAND, DATED FEDRUARY 19, 10R2, STATES IN PART:

"IN VIEW OF THE FINE WORK DONW IY THE PERSONNEL AND INMATES OF
THIS INSTITUTION, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT CONSIDERATION SE GIVEN
TO THE GRANTING OF DEPARTMENTAL HECOGNITION TO ALL DMPLOYIES WHO
ARE FOUND TO HAVE DONE THTZIR JOD OVER AND ADOVE WHAT ORDINARILY
CONSTITUTES THEIR NORMAL DUTIES .M

SECAUSE OF THE IVIDENCT OF UNUSUAL DEVOTION TO DUTY DISPLAYED' TY.THE
ASQVE MENTIONED MEMIERS OF T DEPARTMENT IN THIS INCIDENT, THE DEFARTMENTAT,
HERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD IS -TSTOWED UPON THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH RULE 3.57
UF THE RULES AND REGULATIONS.
ANNA M. KROSS
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