Rikers Island Past Present Future

home the inmate is transferred from his cell (individual fully en-
closed living quarters, approximately seven (7) feet wide by ten (10)
closed living quarters, approximately seven [7] feet wide by ten
[10] feet deep with a bed, desk, chair, sink, and water closet,) to
the dormitory to encourage contact with his fellow inmates since he’ll
have to become accustomed to social contact, as well as the honor
system, when he is released.

This job was originally designed to be supported on end bearing
40 ton cast-in-place concrete piles driven to rock. This would have
necessitated driving the piles to an average length of about 120 feet,
with the strong possibility that a large percentage of piles would be
damaged during the driving. The pile driving was started on the basis
of the original design, with the result that a large number of piles
failed. Barlas & Schwartz, supervising consulting engineers for pile
driving, at this time recommended that the design be changed to 40
ton friction piles driven into the bearing strata well above the rock.
Successful load tests were performed and the balance of the piles
were driven based on the revised design thus cutting down extra
expense on the City’s part for replacing rejected piles. During the
driving of the new piles nested boulder formations were encountered.

By using a heavier wall pipe they were able to penetrate these forma-
tions.

Capital Project C-74—Adolescent Remand Shelter designed by
Wank Adams Slavin & Associates was originally designed in the
early sixties to be located in Brooklyn. Recognizing a need to cen-
tralize the various components of the City’s correctional system the
40 million dollar project was relocated to the southeast corner of
Rikers Island where it now occupies approximately 50 acres (figure
9). It is currently under construction, on schedule, with a projected
completion in Spring of 1972. Like its neighbor the Women’s Institu-
tion, this one is also based on the closed campus plan.

The six housing units are each three stories high and look like a
chevron (V) in plan. Each unit houses 180 inmates for a total popula-
tion of 1080. They are connected to the main complex by a two level
corridor, the lower level for service and maintenance personnel and
the upper for the daily back and forth movements of the inmates.

The main complex is a miniature city in itself supporting the resi-
dential population that surrounds it, and is similar in composition
to the one previously described for the Women’s Institution.

One novel feature is the use of a three segment rotating altar in
the chapel for the Protestant, Catholic and Jewish faiths. Outdoor
recreation will be provided by a football field with encircling running
track, two baseball diamonds, numerous basketball, volleyball, bad-
minton, shuffleboard, horseshoe, handball and bocei courts, surround-
ed by trees, benches and water fountains.
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