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cate the bottom dropping off to a trench along the westerly edge
of the original island rising to a broad shoal area and then going
down into a 61 foot deep hole toward North Brother Island (the north
tip of the present island). Immediately on top of this rock was a
layer of silt. When the fill was placed over the silt, the area over the
rock slope experienced lateral movement as the silt slipped down
the slope due to the weight of the fill. The movement of the piles
caused cracking of grade beams, cracking of brickwork, cracking
of concrete spandrel beams, settlement and distortion of floors in
adjacent buildings. The information gathered from investigations and
reports on the above failures was applied to the design of subsequent
projects (figure 4). '

A current review of the island reveals a constant upgrading of
facilities in a never ending attempt to conform with current penal
philosophy, both in new construction and in the rehabilitation of
existing buildings. Several studies have been made in the past in an
attempt to channel this philosophy into a logical growth plan. Times
change and so does thinking. The successful master plan allows for
such fluctuations. The most current plan by John J. Kassner & Co.,
Inc., carries the island’s development from 1964 to 1974.

The island is made up of a series of complexes, each one taking care
of a need that is best done in isolation from the rest of the island’s
inhabitants (i.e. the new Adolescent Remand Shelter that will com-
pletely separate the youthful offender from the older one). The
present Adolescent Division physically abuts the Adult Division.

In order to give you a grasp of the magnitude of construction that
the island has experienced since 1960, causing it to assume the con-
figuration indicated on this overall plan (figure 5) I shall attempt
to give you a brief sumary of each of the projects involved along
with each of their salient features.

Capital Project C-71 penitentiary phase consisted of the construc-
tion of an additional facility onto the existing penitentiary, to house
both sentenced and remanded inmates. This phase consisted of two
X-shaped buildings containing individual living quarters for 480
inmates, Administrative, Gymnasium and kitchen facilities. A con-
necting corridor goes through the middle of the X splitting it into
two (2) chevrons (V) thus enabling one guard position to control
two (2) housing wings during periods when the inmates are secured
in their cells. This plan broke down the inmates surroundings to a
more human scale.

The original penitentiary consisted of seven cell blocks and sepa-
rate buildings devoted to administration, receiving, detention, bath
house, mess halls, kitchen, chapel and library, each of which is at-
tached at right angles, to the main connecting corridor. This archi-
tectural design is similar to the prison erected in Fresnes, France in
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