The Department of Correction’s participation in the
Rikers Island plane crash (Feb. 1, 1957) was vividly
portrayed on the lelevision program of the Armsirong
Circle Theatre (N, B. C.) Tuesday May 14, 1957,

The erash focused allenlion on our Department and
allorded the public an intimate glimpse into the com-
pexities of life within a prison: the decizions that must
be made by correctional personnel during ecritical situ-
ations and the thinking and molivalions of the incar-
cerated population. The drama was a [oreelul presen-
tation of a phase of governmental administration not
too well known by the general public. Like the black
sheep they know it's there but, refuse to acknowledge
itz presence,

The rehabilitation program in effect at Rikers Island
waz also effectively portraved and the Department of
Correction received long overdue recognition for its
effecive work in the lraining and education of the
inmates in our care.

Inmate Recognition

The Department recognized the rescue efforis of 57
inmatez, On the recommendation of Commissioner
Anna M. Kross the inmales who took P.u.r[. in the
rescue work during the Rikers Island plane crash
received reductions in senlences, o be served, up to
six months, Of the 46 serving penilentiary indefinile
terms 30 were released and 16 received a reduction
of six months by the New York City Parole Board.
Governor Averell Harriman also granted commutation
of sentence to 11 men serving definite sentences: two
received a six months reduction: one workhouse and
eight penitentiary definites became eligible for im-
mediate release.

Pratt Institute Exhibit

An architectural exhibit has been prepared by three
semior siudenls of the Pratt Institule of Archilecture
in conjunction with the New York City Department of
Correction.

In cooperating with a recognized School of Archi-
tecture for this project, the Department of Correclion
established a unique working relationship. The studenis
of Pratt developed the project on the theme of “Prison
Analysis and Design” and received thesis credit for
their work. Their work consisted of a series of drama-
tic, well illusirated and documented charls which de-
picled the design ol various types of prizon architec-
ture. In addition o these exhibils, the students built
a scale model of their suggesied layout of the proposed
adolescent Remand Shelter which is included in the
ten-year Capilal Budget Program of the New York
City Department of Correction, In reviewing the pro-
ject, Commissioner Kross stated, “We must build
buildings 1o fit our lreatment programs and not fit
our programs Lo poorly planned buildings. It is a
truism that architectural planning should be a frank
expression of the purpose for which it is to be used.”

FPresentation of Department of Correction Medal of Hon
to Ass’t. Deputy Warden James . Harrizson by Mayor Robel
F. Wagner and Commissioner Anna M. Kross.

Departmental Awards
On May 15, 1957, Mayor Robert F. Wagner pr
senled the department’s highest award, the Medal 4
Honor, to Ass't. Deputy Warden James C. Harrizon i
recognition of extraordinary performance of duly 4
the time of the plane crash on Rikers Island Fe
1, 1957.
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Additional Department Meritorious Awards we
presented by the Mayor to 43 other employee
(Chaplains, C. (s, civilians, doctors, nurses, ete.,) wh
participated in the rescue work.
& = *® -
Our cuslodial force personnel distinguished then
selves in several instances, in addition to the Rike
Island crash., Correction Mlicers Stanley Wishin, Shield
No, 916, and Charles Alesi, Shield No. 912, assigneg
to the Transportation Division, disarmed a berser
civilian who was atlempling to assault another magl
with a knile. Departmental Commendation Award§
for prompt action in an emergency situation wers
prt‘ul:nt!:d to them.
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Departmental Commendation Award was made
Correction Officer Alice Brown, Shield No. 20,
signed 1o Hellevue Hospital Prison Ward, for h
alertness in effecting the arrest of a drug addict w
was illegally iransferring drugs to a female prison
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While off-duty Correction Officer John Gilhoole
Shield No. 907, assigned to Kings Counly Hospi
Prison Ward, apprehended a pick-pocket in the act
committing a theft. He also received the Departmen
Commendation Award.



