
CorrectionHistory.Org is 
pleased NYC DOC 

‘Warden’ Mary M. Lilly’s 
Women’s History role is 

recognized in Seneca Falls 
but dismayed NYC DOC 

Commissioner  
Katharine Bement Davis’  

Women’s History role is not! 

Visitor Center: Lilly plaque 
Hall of Fame: None for Davis 



NYS Bar lists Lilly among Women Attorney Trailblazers.  

 Seneca 
Falls 

Visitor 
Center 

Bar Assn. 
Display. 

 



“The [NYS Bar] Committee 
on Women in the Law . . . is 

delighted to spotlight the 
lives and careers of 10 

women lawyers who fought 
discrimination and gained a 
foothold in a range of legal 

careers. These women 
have paved the way for 
other women attorneys, 

serving as role models and 
often as mentors. 

We hope that you will draw 
inspiration from the stories 

of these 10 remarkable 
New York attorneys. ” 



“In 1918 – one year after 
women gained the right 

to vote in NYS – Lilly 
was elected to the State 

Assembly . . . Lilly 
proposed 12 bills, four 
became law . . . Also in 

1918, she was appointed 
Superintendent for 

female inmates at the 
Blackwell’s Island 

workhouse and, over 10 
years of service, 

improved treatment of 
the prisoners.” 



The 
Red 

Book & 
The 

Woman 
Citizen 
pictured 
with a 

clipping 
below 
Lilly’s 
photo 
were 
from 
1919 

issues. 
 



1st woman elected 
official from NYC, 
Assembywoman 

Lilly’s bio, appears 

in 1919 edition 
of The Red Book 

on Pages  
158-159.  



Assemblywoman Lilly is 
referenced throughout 

the June 7, 1919 issue of 
The Woman Citizen 
including a lengthy 

article titled “The Log of 
a Woman Legislator” in 

which she is so 
extensively  and 

continuously quoted the 
editor could have 

dispensed with the quote 
marks and given NYS’ 

first lady lawyer 
lawmaker 

her own byline.  
  



Above article appears on Page 9 of June 7, 1919 issue of 
The Woman Citizen, Volume 4. It continues on next slide. 



Lilly: Legislature needs the woman’s point of view. 



When KBD became the 1st 
woman to head NYC DOC, 
she also became 1st woman 
to head any NYC municipal 
agency. She was national 
woman suffrage association 
VP and led the Manhattan 
Woman Suffrage Party. TR’s 
Progressive Party named her 
as state delegate candidate 
to NYS’ constitutional convention, making her 1st woman 
to run for statewide office on a major ticket before women 
won right to vote.  She helped bring about that victory. For 
these and her many other achievements, this website 
seeks her inclusion in the National Women’s Hall of Fame. 
This site has more on Lilly & Davis making Women’s History: click here.  

http://www.correctionhistory.org/html/chronicl/4ticketfirsts/4ticketfirstschapterintro.html


www.correctionhistory.org 

NY Correction History Society 

The web 
resource 
for NY 
correction 
history 
  

3000+ files 
of text & 
images 
totaling 70+ 
megabytes.  

7.000+ files 
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