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NYS Barlists Lilly among Women Attorney Trailblazers.




WOMEN ATTORNEY

TRAILBLAZERS
IN NEW YORK STATE

New York State has arich history of amazing trailblazing women attorneys who broke through
hm:imand Hmuﬂwirnhﬁnn to make major contributions in the legal profession, Thelr
stories are ones of fierce determination, passion for the law, keen Intelligence, and Insplring
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“The [NYS Bar] Committee
on Women inthe Law . . . IS
delighted to spotlight the
lives and careers of 10
women lawyers who fought
discrimination and gained a
foothold in a range of legal
careers. These women
have paved the way for
other women attorneys,
serving as role models and
often as mentors.

We hope that you will draw
iInspiration from the stories
of these 10 remarkable
New York attorneys. ”
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HNewr York, the New York University School of Law had an

- wriusually large number of women graduates: 10 out of &
ro pose I S O u r dans of 70. Graduate Mary M. Lillg-muldgommhmm'
p ) in 1918, the first woman elected by New York City residants
for any legilative potition and the first woman attorney

elected 1o the MNew York State Legslature.

became law . .. Also In s

public schools. While working as a teacher, she attended

7 law school on a scholarship, believed to be the first such
S e WaS ap p O I n e scholarship awarded to a woman. She esarmed her |aw
] degree in 1895, at age 35
- Lilly devoted her career to fighting for women's suffrage,
uperintendaent 1or pon e, o
- In 1918 — one year after women gained the right 1o vole in
Mew York State — Lilly was elected to the State Asembly,
el I Ia e Inl I Ia eS a e Her first act as legislated was to urge ratification of the
wawawawawawawa s Sufirage Act
roposed 12 bills, four became law,

, In her firit year, Lily p
aC We S S an including bills to abolsh the death penalty far minass, 1o
ra

to 18 the age of juvenile delinquency, and cne to maks
i1 obligatory to have a woman magistrate in the Woman's

workhouse and, over 10
’ Alva in 1918, she was appointed Superintendent for female
- Inmates at the Bladkowell sl o 10
of servics, improved treatment of isoners. Lilly lost
years of service, = mum e

3

lllllllllllllllllllllll

Improved treatment of e
: . L
the prisoners. ke



Ten years after women gained the right to practice law in
New York, the New York University School of Law had an

unusually large number of women graduates: 10 out of a

class of 70. Graduate Mary M. Lilly would go on to become,
in 1918, the first woman elected by New York City residents

for any legislative position and the first woman attorney
elected to the New York State Legislature.

In 1876, after college, Lilly taught in the New York City )

public schools. While working as a teacher, she attended
law school on a scholarship, believed to be the first such

scholarship awarded to a woman. She earned her law
degree in 1895, at age 35.

Lilly devoted her career to fighting for women's suffrage,
prison reform, and children's rights.

In 1918 — one year after women gained the right to vote in
New York State — Lilly was elected to the State Assembly.
Her first act as legislator was to urge ratification of the
federal Women's Suffrage Act.

In her first year, Lilly proposed 12 bills, four became law,
including bills to abolish the death penalty for minors, to
raise to 18 the age of juvenile delinquency, and one to make

it obligatory to have a woman magistrate in the Woman’s
Court.

Also in 1918, she was appointed Superintendent for female
inmates at the Blackwell Island workhouse and, over 10 years
of service, improved treatment of the prisoners. Lilly lost

her bid for reelection, returning to private practice and her
work as a community leader.
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Mary M. Lilly

-~ Mrs. Mary M. Lilly, Democrat, rep-
resents the Seventh Assembly Dis-

e trict in the borough of Manhattan,
city of New York. Mrs. Lilly has
lived all her life in this district.
She is a graduate of Hunter College
and of the New York University.
She was for a number of years a
teacher and a supervising officer in
the public schools of the city of New
York.

She is a practicing lawyer, having
been one of the first women admitted
to the practice of law in the State
of New York, and received the first
scholarship given by the New York
University to a woman. She was at
the time of her election the Record-
ing Secretary of the City Federation
of Women’s Clubs. &he is Presi-

THE

NEW YORK RED BOOK

CONTAINING

Latest Information Relating 1o the State Government, [n-
cluding New York's Pat in the War; List of State
Officers, Heads of Departments, Members of the Legis-
lature, Judges and Other Public Officials, with Portraits
and Eiograplﬁu: Impurlunl Laws Pased h:.r Semon of
1919; Election and Prmary Returns, Party Enrollment

AND
STATEMENT TO THE PEOPLE

oF

GOVERNOR ALFRED E. SMITH
ON

APPROPRIATION BILLS

dent of the Knickerbocker Civie
League and Vice-President of the

Bociety for the Aid of Mental De-
S fectives. She is a member of the
e Catholic Big Sisters and of the New
Yorkers Club, the Amsterdam Demo-
cratic Club, and all of the women’s
Democratic organizations of New
York city.
Her law offices are at 1947 Broad-

1St woman elected way, New t‘!:’url‘-c. Stj;la tig the first i i
official from NYC.  ETcEiieReaed ' 1919 edition
’ j of The Red Book

Legislature.
She is a widow; her son, Major

Assembywoman [y ey on Pages

Lilly's bio, appears gl 158-159.

beginning of the outbreak in Mexico.
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Assemblywoman Lilly is

referenced throughout
he June 7, 1919 issue of
The Woman Citizen
Including a lengthy
article titled “The Log of
a Woman Legislator” in
which she is so
extensively and
continuously quoted the

editor could have
dispensed with the quote
marks and given NYS'’
first lady lawyer
lawmaker
her own byline.



“My first bill abolished the death penalty for minors. This
) was lost in committee, but Mr. Donelly's bill making the age
The Log of a Woman Legislator | eighteen was reported out. -
THIS tite bas nahing o do with pelital lg-rlig. e | My second bill raised the age of juvenile delinquency to
fers 1o the record of bills in which one of the two Assembly- | ¢ghteen years of age. TIE"'-*' was killed in committee, opposed by
women in New York state was interested. And it refers to their |  those who should support it, but who were against it, so they said,
fate. because an amendment was pending that would enlarge the juris-

 Mrs. Mary M. Lilly, Democratic Assemblywoman, represent- | gietion of the Children's Court. This latter also died in Com-
ing the Seventh Manhattan District, and possible minority leader iites

next year, is the first woman who was ever clected by the people
of New York City to represent them in any legislative capacity.

She, with Mrs, Sammis of Suffolk County, is the first woman to “T HEN I brought a bill which gave political parties the

sit in the Albany Legislature, i 3
Mrs, Lilly, who is a lawyer when off stage, a graduate of New right, if they so desired, to dlect 0n¢ woman Mx! OnG mAN

York University, frankly likes her job, She says so. “The work | irom each Assembly District to membership in the State Com-
to me seems fascinating,” she acknowledges. “I love the law | mittee. This was killed in Committee on the ground that if the
whether in the making or in the interpreting. 1 am deeply in- | parties should so elect the State Committee would be too large.

debied to the political party that nominated me and just as grate- | «] proyght a bill which would give an illegitimate child the

ful to the voters—men and women—who elected me” 3 z _ s s
Her first year of work bears reviewing, if for no other reason right to bear its father's name, and the right to share |

than because it indicates the initial reactions of a woman legis- father's estate. Killed, because ““"_ Committee couldn’t get a
lator in her first session, the things she thought she could do and | quorum—at least that is what the chairman told me, although the
wanted to do, her unexpected rebuffs and amazements. Itis fair, |  quorum did not seem to fade away for other bills, the Carson-
therefore, to let Mrs. Lilly tell her own story: Martin bill for instance. (This is the street-car rate bill.)

n,ﬂ: g oo i ":j;;;,ﬁf':;;gﬁﬂ;';:d “A bill which graded matrons in the Department of Correctians
States Senators from the state of New York to do all in their | % years of service passed, and is now a law.

power to expedite the adoption of the Federal Woman Suffrage I “A bil] which cleared the title to some property belonging to
Amendment. one of my constituents, is now a law.

Above article appears on Page 9 of June 7, 1919 issue of

The Woman Citizen. Volume 4. It continues on next slide.



“A bill which compelied insurance companies to adopt a short
form of policy, stating what the person is insured for in plain
language, died in Committee, but the Superintendent of Insur-
ance assured me that this matter would be taken up at the next
convention of insurance men and the short form would in all
probability be adopted. He also said he would invite me to attend
the convention, for which I am grateful. This short form will
correct a nasty evil which exists here in New York at least.
People are induced to take out these policics which insure them
against sickness and accident—or at least the insured thinks so—
only to find out, after one has paid in quite a sum of money, that
there are so many exceptions laid down in the policy that even
the lawyer cannot dig out just what the insurance covers,

“A law which will be a boon to the people living on River-
side Drive, as it compels small boats to muffle their noises. This
bill is now a law.

“A bill throwing open to the school children the use of the
armories for physical training, when not in use for military pur-
poses, i1s now a law—the first one of mine which the Governor
signed.

“A bill making it uhltgalory to have a woman magistrate in
the Woman’s Court died in Committee.

“A resolution proposing an amendment to Article two of the
Constitution, embodying the principles of proportional represen-
tation. This never came out of Committee.

“A bill providing that failure to pay alimony in installments
may be punished by fine or commitment every time the install-
ment is not paid. This bill is in the hands of the Governor,

“A bill repealing certain laws relative to paving the New York

streets which would emable the dty to pave its streets as ot
pleased, and another prohibiting garbage incinerators in certain
localities, went 1o the Mayor for signature.

S T HESE are the bills which I presented ; in addition, [ did
what | could to advance the Teachers' Bill, and the
woman's program of legislation.

“My impressions? Many of them have faded from my memary
now but two strong ones remain, one, the courtecus treatment
which I received from the men of both parties, the other the
question—why do men like those splendid up-staters, take so
much trouble lo protect animals, grass and trees, and remain 80
oblivious to the value of human life. Why do they hold life so
cheap? And why are they 30 deaf to pleas for human better-
ment? Why do they characterize laws which aim at conserving
the race, mere seatimentality? They sure do need the woman's
point of view in the Lepislature.

“Women are needed in the Legislature at all times—just as they
are needed and should be represented in all departments of gov-
cmment, war of no war., The strongest impression remaining
with me is the difficulty of getting any legislation for the benefit
of women and children passed-—few of the women's bills got
through. The whole women's program failed and was dubbed
sentimentalism by the speaker of the house, The majority, Re-
publicans all, the men and the woman, lined up against the
woman's bills,

“The new League of Women Voters is most commendable. In
the hands of the women will lic the balance of power; if the vote
it uted wisely, this woman's league will be able to bring about
splendid reforms in both parties.”

Lilly: Legislature needs the woman’s point of view.



When KBD became the 15t
woman to head NYC DOC,
she also became 15t woman
to head any NYC municipal
agency. She was national
woman suffrage association .
VP and led the Manhattan Commissioner Workhouse
I EaRS Vi =To[CREI(\WANREESN Katharine Superintendent
Lo | CSWENEE WA E O N [E1f Bement Davis Mary M. Lilly
as state delegate candidate e L

to NYS’ constitutional convention, making her 15t woman
to run for statewide office on a major ticket before women
won right to vote. She helped bring about that victory. For
these and her many other achievements, this website
seeks her inclusioninthe National Women'’s Hall of Fame.

This site has more on Lilly & Davis making Women’s History: click
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